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DkI'ARTMENT    OF    TUK    CUMBERLAND. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  ±lh,    1802. 
GENERAL   ORDERS, 


No.  31. 

The  General  Commanding  has  received  several  applications  from  Kentuck- 
ians,  who  have  abandoned  the  rebel  armies,  for  permission  to  return  to  their 
homes;  and  he  is  informed  that  large  numbers  of  others  would  make  the  same 
request  of  him,  did  they  dare  hope  for  a  favorable  reply.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  General  feels  called  upon  to  define  his  views  with  relation  to 
all  this  class  of  men,  and  to  say  what  he  is  prepared  to  do  in  such  c  ises. 

This  war  is  waged  for  the  preservation   of  the    Union   of   our    fathers.     To 
preserve  that  Union,  the  rebellious  States  must  be    coerced  into  submission 
This  is  the  one  great  end  we  have  in  view — and   this  end  must  and  shall  be 
attained.     Without  passion,  from  a  sense   of  duty,  trusting  in  the   God,  who 
abhors  pride  and  all  injustice,  we  march  onward  to  that  end. 

That  the  people  of  the  South  have  been  deluded  by  ambitious  demagogues, 
deceived  by  lying  misrepresentations,  carried  away,  some  by  natural  sympa- 
thies, others  by  an  irresistible  current  of  circumstances — that  many  have  even 
been  forced  into  a  participation  in  the  rebellion — we  well  know.  We  both 
know  and  deplore  the  cruel  necessities  of  the  situation  made  for  them  by  their 
rulers.  We  abhor  the  grinding  despotism,  which  has  devoured  their  sub- 
stance, depopulated  their  valleys,  converted  peaceful  neighborhoods  into 
haunts  of  banditti,  and  substituted  a  reign  of  oppression  and  terror  for  the 
mild  government  under  which,  but  two'  short  years  ago,  they  were  so  happily 
living.  We  pity  them — we  have  pitied  them,  even  while  duty  compelled  us  to 
unsheath  the  sword  against  them ;  and  though,  so  long  as  they  confront  us  in 
arms,  our  swords  shall  never  be  returned  to  their  scabbards,  we  yet  will 
gladly  hail  the  day  when  this  desolating  and  unnatural  war  shall  cease. 

For  this  reason,  the  General  commanding  is  disposed  to  hold  out  every  en- 
couragement to  these  misguided  men  to  lay  down  their  arms,  abandon  the 
desperate  cause  in  which  they  are  embarked,  return  to  their  homes  and  fami- 
lies, and  resume  once  more  the  tranquil  occupations  of  peace. 

All  that  will  be  exacted  of  those,  who  will  honestly  do  so,  will  be  to  take  the 
non-combatant's  parole,  and  give  proper  security  that  they  will  keep  it.  So 
long  as  they  faithfully  observe  this  parole,  obey  the  laws,  and  deport  them- 
selves as  peaceable  citizens,  they  shall  not  be  molested  by  any  officer  or  sol- 
dier belonging  to  this  army. 

But  if,  false  to  their  pledges  and  ungrateful  for  the  generosity  shown  them. 
they  are  found  conveying  information  to  the  enemy,  trafficking  with  him,  aid- 
ing him  with  supplies  or  money,  or  in  any  other  way  violating  the  spirit  of 
their  engagements,  they  will  be  summarily  deal  with,  as  spies  or  perjured 
traitors,  with  the  utmost  rigor  allowed  by  the  laws  of  war. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Rosecrans. 

JULIUS  P.  GARESCHE. 
Ass't.  Adj't.  Gen'l.  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
Official: 
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